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What’s UP?
The Official News from UP January 2007
A warm 2007 New Years greetings from the UP Executive.  Like you, we are still scattered around the New Zealand countryside - seeking haven from windburn, sheltering under ‘rain’ umbrellas, and toasting feet in front of roaring log fires,  eating left over turkey fried rice and stuffing the last of the Xmas chocolate and new years left-over brews.  All the makings of a great NZ summer!

So, we thought we’d get an early start with planning the first UP events for 2007, take your mind off the weather.  Last year was a busy one for all involved, even more members and events…. And we have even more planned for 2007.
So, to kick off the year we’ve got two great events scheduled for January and February.  See a list of events planned for 2007 below (indicative date post February … due to venue or speaker availability…) and watch out for regular invites in your inbox.
	2007 Events Calendar

What’s UP – 2007 Predictions – 25th January

Launching a Successful International Product workshop with Rod Drury & Hamish Edwards – 20th February

UPStart – Design In Technology – 4th April

Start UP – Funding Seminar – 10th May

Games, Geeks & Gadgets 2007 – 5th July

UP Careers – 16th August

The WWW for Charity – 6-7th October

AGM – with Special Guest Speaker – 7th November

Xmas Celebrations – The Future – 13th November


25th January 2007 EVENT – Predictions
What's UP in 2007? – Joint the UP New Year bash!

We've asked Wellington's leading bloggers to gaze into the future and tell us what the big news will be in the next twelve months. The wisdom of their prognostications will astound you—or amuse you, at the least. 

The blogger who makes the best predictions—as voted by the audience—will be crowned UP Visionary of the Year for 2007 , and receive an official certificate, a beautiful tiara [crown?], and full bragging rights… at least until 2008, when we will vote again on whether to revoke their title. 

Cheating — by using insider knowledge, in-depth simulations, latent psychic powers, reasoned analysis, alcohol, ouija boards, etc — is strictly encouraged. 

We predict that this will be an UP event like no other. Come to drink, meet and mingle, and at 6:30 we will assemble to hear the bloggers reveal all—their own forecasts, and those made by their readers. Then you will vote for the blogger who has made the most plausible yet unexpected claims about the year ahead. The blogger with the most votes will take the prize…   until 2008. 

The evening will conclude with a traditional Unlimited Potential feast: free pizza and beer! 
RSVP: www.up.org.nz

Popular Demand Results in 2nd Workshop

Launching a Successful International Product

Workshop with Rod Drury & Hamish Edwards
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Due the success of the Rod Drury workshop in November and popular demand we have scheduled a second Launching a Successful International Product workshop for 20th February 2007.  This is a unique opportunity to learn from one of New Zealand’s leading ICT figures supporting sustainable growth and export dollars in the exciting Wellington ICT market. 

Brought to you by Unlimited Potential
in association with New Zealand Trade and Enterprise.

 ‘

When:    5:30 to 9:00 pm, Tuesday, 20 February 2007

Where:   Wellington - venue to be advised following registration

Registration Details: Visit www.up.org.nz or see the review from the November workshop at http://www.up.org.nz/mainsite/RodDruryWorkshop.html.
	Who should come?

· You have a product and are ready to take the next step ...

· You are tempted to give up your day job for the excitement and challenge of a start-up ...
	Topics covered will include:

· Building a product team

· Strategies to get off-shore

· Preparing yourself to be fundable

· Making your first sales

· Exit options


Ponder this?

Are ICT Graduates really in short supply?  Are the numbers attending Science and Technology courses around the country in serious decline?  Are we still loosing our best and brightest overseas?  As a sector, what can we do to enrich and encourage retention of the skills pool?  Does it mean more $$$’s in the pocket or for research funding for those of us left behind you might ask…    Keep an eye on our Careers space later in the year.
Opportunity - Gain some new skills… Get Involved.
Every year the members of the Up Executive take on responsibility for a variety of different roles.  This includes Chairperson, Secretary, Treasure, but also includes coordinator roles for Events, Communications, Promotions, Sponsorship, Membership, Web….  If you have an interest in being involved with UP, in helping us pull together one or more of our monthly events, and in the process gaining some useful work experience… we’d love to hear from you…. info@up.org.nz 
Do you have hot news, event, or situations vacant…

If you think your latest development, you know there’s an event on here or internationally you think the UP network might be interested in – send us 150-500 works (and pictures even) and we will put it up. At: info@up.org.nz  or join our active forums. 
Networking… tell your friends

2007 is going to be bigger and brighter for UP members – so hoping to see you all turning out in force at our events, spreading the UP word and of course participating in lots of NETWORKING.

And don’t forget to RSVP to our UP Predictions Event on 20th January.
Regards

UP Executive

P.S.  A big thanks to all our sponsors, without whom we wouldn’t be able to run any of these events.
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