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What’s UP? The Official News from UP May 2007
Wow, has it been a busy year for the UP committee so far this year.  Not only organizing and running five hugely successful events
· Blogger Prediction Event – picture gallery
· Digg.com
· 
Rod Drury and Hamish Edwards Investment Workshop
· Design & Technology - picture Gallery
….we’ve also been working hard to bring on board new sponsors to provide the support and funding we need to run these events…. Not an easy task and the committee puts a lot of time and effort into bringing sponsors on board and providing a positive outcome for their involvement.
NEW UP site launched – 
>>Same URL www.up.org.nz
>>New Member Passwords

Finally after the burning of much mid-night oil and the help of the development team at Silverstripe we have a new website.  We are relaunching on the latest Silverstripe 2.0 open source delivery….with a few nifty customisations.

Couple of important points to note for our members:

· While we have migrated your details across to the new site you will need to create a new password next time you come on to the site to use the forums and RSVP to events.  Easy… just log on with your username which is your email address and click on forgotten password to receive an email with a new password.
· You can update your membership details and add a picture if you like, which will appear on your forum entries.

· There is also a new and simplified forum interface. We have not migrated across our forums… so if there is a bit of history you are looking for buried deep in the old UP forums just email us at info@up.org.nz and we will try and dig it out.

It’s a bit of a fresh start at the forums – they’re a clean slate so get blogging!  


You can RSVP to more than 1 event, manage your own membership and password…. A gallery for event pictures and more to come…. We’ve done our best to check and test that everything is working, but know we may have missed a few things… so test away - either log a note on the forum or send us an email if you find a bug.  

Contribute: We have opened the new site with the basics, and would be keen to hear from any members who might be interested in developing some new features for the site – Silverstripe now being an open source product gives us an opportunity to give our members a platform to launch new web functions… please don’t hesitate to contact us with any bright ideas on info@up.org.nz
MEMBERSHIP
We’ve had loads of new members sign up this year, and we’re well on the way to hitting the 1000 member target…. an almost 80% increase in the last 18 months.

And given the increased number of members attending, we’ve also been busy scouting new event locations including the Telecom Centre in Tory Street our location for the Digg Event, our Angels & Demon’s event at the Majestic Centre this month, and our friends at Creative HQ, but we’re still looking for a new location to host the Gadgets, Games and Geeks event in July.

Wellington’s the bomb
The Digg event is proof positive that Wellington is really at the cutting edge of what’s hot in ICT.  In the 2 hours after Unlimited Potential announced the event to its 900+ members, all of the (standing) room at the venue was snapped up.

Patrick Rogers, chair of the voluntary committee that dreams up and co-ordinates Unlimited Potential’s monthly events was not surprised:

“Wellington is the place to be for ICT professionals. We’ve got active and well connected networks, cool products, inspiring spokespeople, and business successes like Trademe. We all Digg Wellington”.  

How are the blog predictions are going?
Our UP Visionary from January’s Predictions event Mauricio Freitas of Geekzone – http://www.geekzone.co.nz/ - can already chalk up one prediction…”Telecom CEO Theresa Gattung will leave the company by May 2007.  
Now how do you think his second prediction will go?  “This will freeze planning and investments, leaving the company ready for takeover by a large U.S. corporation.”
What about the predictions from David Farrar Kiwiblog 
“NZ will have its first spam murder.  A spammer will be outed by John Campbell, and then be found dad a few days later.”
“Peter Jackson will win US $290 million off New Line Cinema, but no studio will then want to work with him.  Bored, he stands for and becomes Mayor of Wellington.”
Big UPs to the Wellington Convention Centre
Talking about venue’s we would like to take the opportunity to thank the Wellington Convention Centre for their support and assistance over the last five years – providing us with a brilliant location to hold many of our events (large and small) including our annual AGM.  Sadly with the changes in regional funding/support our sponsorship arrangement is now at an end.  Again, thank you to WCC and their event staff for their support and service over the years.
Positively Wellington Business
Because of the Wellington Regional Strategy implementation, PWB is being wrapped up on 30th June but a new Economic Development Agency will be launched on 1 July – carrying on PWB’s great work (and we hope that includes sponsoring UP!)
PWB have been with us from the beginning – sponsoring us financially and also with venues, resources and connections.  They also support the ICT Capital Cluster – check it out at http://www.ictcapital.com.  
Coming UP - Games, Geeks & Gadgets

It’s that time again - Join us in July for one whopping great big geeky networking fest.  Hear and network with some awesome speakers and exhibitors who are passionate about their gadgets, games and geek status.  We’re building up on last year and hope to make this an annual event on the UP calendar.
Speakers, Exhibits, Drinks and Networking
Opening for Exhibitors
We’ve still got plenty of space for exhibitors – so if you think you might have something you want to exhibit, or there’s something you have been hankering to see – get in touch and we’ll see what we can do.

UP for it?
Hey, if you are stunned and amazed at how we mastermind cool events, join in the behind the scenes fun by volunteering to help us with this event.  Contact one of the Executive or email us at info@up.org.nz with what you want to do or we can always find something for you to do!" 
Networking… tell your friends
2007 is turning out to be bigger and brighter than ever for UP members – so keep turning out in force at our events, spread the UP word and of course participate in lots of NETWORKING.

See you at GGG – in July.
Yours Upwardly,
UP Executive

Finally  - A big thanks to all our sponsors, without whom we wouldn’t be able to run any of these events.
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